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J23 Harry Etnas Boulevard 
"Dallas , Texas 75235 
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Honorable Joe B. Brown , 

Judge, Criminal District Court 
Number Three ' 

Records Annex Building 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Judge Brown: 

Ac your reques t I hav-.valu.c.d^ 

County Jail on Thursday, P chat his defense counsel had 

May 11. 1964. You had £ d ^*“V?«ity and you r.qua.cad ay 

r.l.ad qua, cion. •»»» «'• Sf^wU currenc mental .taco. In 

5£r e S # “iuS« che^SlcacLon. for a formal sanlcy h«arlr. 3 . 

a. you uno«. -•n- 1 -“0jririr. 1 ^u l u 1 thi^dLri c ::i > 

and I assume Chat my taak i* to P V Q tQ be usc ful to you 

psychiatric information whlch “^chat the issues involved here 
la yout decision. I am assuming that the “ S ** S a ctoft of 

ar. y very .filar co eh. * *T. f.« «rlou. ruling. 1= 

mental competency . Al * x ara assuming that you are in- 

~rU ZlZ'lZ « a!Ur *... que. dons : 


1. 

2 . 


3. 


cha preparation and prc.enc.elon of appaall 


A. on. example of a pre-trial ..nicy r»U*« * ' 

11.8. 362 8.8. 788 «»“> *5* Uh. Cendant (1.) 

enough for cha f 1 *” 1 *' £” d ** d (h „) ,ome recollecelon of 

orlcncod co Clme and place whechor ho ha. .ufflclenc 

• P r.:«; h : ;:rr blc 

t:*c r i::. 0 l f .. C ‘« O ll*i. U ?a e aC^l of the procedure, 

against him.” 

in the current leg*! e !lre is a common tendency to equate psy- 
“o“l. v*eh*in.anicy and wlch Incapaelcy co cooperate »ich 
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counsel. in my opinion, not .11 por.on. wh ® 
o f psychotic thought processes should b. e.llod !! ?, 

incompetent ment.lly for legal purposes. Ju.t a. it -• 
oossible for a person to be sane legally at the time of 
trial and yet insane at the time of a crime, it is *1*°/ 
nnssibltf for a person to be sane at the t^mc of a tria. 
end* to ^develop such . disturbed mental state that ho become. 
Insane subsequent to the trial. In some situations, it 
seems to me, counsel could continue to appeal without the 
_ r narticiootiou of the defendant. To assist 
counsel 'the defendant should have r.allty-orl.nted accuracy 
in memory, judgment and thinking, if his participation in 
the appeal is required, 

Usually, one discusses psychiatric observations from 
the framework of the so-called "M'Naghten Rulc»-docs the 
, have the ability to understand the nature of the 

evont, to know that it was wrong, and to have the capacity 
to distinguish between right and wrong. • This rule does 
not seem to be of much value in this post-trial situation 
currently re Mr. Jack Ruby, in my opinion. 

According to Smith, 25 N.M., 48, 59, 176 P 819, 823. 
after a sentence of death, the test of insanity suggested 

to^thc^cour t . " 0n p»y«bl.cric ofc ft£“ e £ a ; B wt ft£ 

framework seem to ne to be pertlmnt to Mr. RuOy s 

s tatus . 

1 wou i <l L “uti.'T£ 

ssriE i:;d w,a H; w ::«:r;.:«rt: l i:. e ^v:; .i^iy 

in this moat recent interview. 

2. Psychiatric status - In each in terview Mr . 
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visited him in more than one week (this was not confirmed by 
Officer Bowlin, who stated that Hr. Ruby's attorneys had 
visited him durinc that time.) This observation is an im- 
portant one, since Mr. Ruby gives the improssion of being 
very precise about his memory of events at the time o - the 
crime and about discussions of the lawyer's trial strategy. 

3. Of course, an important question remains, a 
most difficult one - namely, is Mr. Ruby malingering? In 
my opinion, Mr. Ruby has not been malingering during my 
three interviews with him. 

4. I interviewed Officer Bowlin, who is assigned 
in the cell block whereMr. Ruby resides currently. Accord- 
ing to the officer's statement to me, Mr. Ruby has been re- 
volved in conversations with fellow prisoners, has played 
cards cooperatively, has been sleeping poorly, docs oat 
better than he did ten days ago. 

5 The personal fantasies of a murderer typically 
involve a period of personal shock, followed by ps ycho log.cal 
chon of can . gradual ond subtle id.net Jteector. 
with the dead victim. This 1» illustrated very cle®*!/ ln ‘' tt - 
Rubv ' s belief thac he ... convicted. for "Che murder of 
President Kennedy ond Policeman Tlppte." The extent of his 
regress iv e behav lor U revealed by hi. basic -t«cr«.e end 
' Tnenns is tent eccitudes coward hie ectorneye . This heightenee 
niscrusc of them must be related Co early life factors, since 
there 1. tome evidence of moderately severe emotional problems 

in ht. childhood, end It 1. related probably to hi. »etu«i 
in nis ciu » „ s. ftrn * V s since their defense of him *as 

if he "should change attorneys again. 

s. On Monday, May 11, 196*. evaluation of 

Mr Ruby, ho was quite willing to discus, the Oswnsd mutde. , 
hli role In hi. own defense, and his p.rception of the 
"ironical tw is t of fate,” choc ha describe, a. fellow. - 
"I killed Oswald so Mrs. Kennedy would not have to come to 
Dallas and cesclfy. I loved end admired President ^• nn * ** 

;stt -they' thmu. thi«k i k... o.«.i* ; ^.t 

it we. e port of some plot. It’s not true. 1 to 

a polygraph Cost to prove thee I did lcnow ,°* W * Af j r cbte 

l wt. not involved in killing President Kennedy. After Chet 
x don'tTare what happens to me." 

I asked Mr. Ruby the following specific questions: 

1. What are the current legal proceedings that art 
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Ansver: "I don't know." Later he stated "A 

sanity trial - I don't want that - 1 don't want to be font 
f£ to a hospital." Still later.- "maybe I should go to 
hospital . " 

2. What were you tried for? 

i 

Answer: "For the assess ina t ion of Kennedy - no, 

I taean, the murder of Oswald - I’m not sure." 

3. Why are you being punished? 

Answer: "because 'they' think I was a part of a 

plot." 

4. Who are the people that you refer to as ‘they'? 

Answer: "The district attorney; Judge Brown; they 
Jury. The people who want to burn the Jews. 1 * 

5. What impending fate is in store for youl 


An 


swer : "I will be executed." 


6. Do you feel that you are cooperating and can 
cooperate with your defense counsel, for example, in crying 
to proc«d with your appeal, or In f tad las u.w avld.nc.l 

Answer: "I don't know. I want to wl'Uh. truth. 
I want a polygraph - Belli wouldn't let mo take It. 

It Is my medical and psychiatric opinion that Mr. Jack 

5K_»s 

chit have been described by numerous authors in prisoners 
HVJ :«««“ Of death (for example . Duffy Cllnton and 
Jennings , Dean, The San Quentin Story, Curtis Publi s g 
Company , 1950) . 

Summary 

in my opinion. Mr. Ruby is mentally 111. 
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his present attorneys. In my opinion, these observations 
should be taken into consideration in your decision about 
the request for a formal sanity hearing. In my opinion, 
there are no psychiatric contraindications for you to 
question Mr. Ruby directly, or for you to permit the de- 
fense to put him on the stand for directly testimony about 
the sanity issue. Ideally, in my opinion, Mr. Ruby should 
be under the supervision of a psychiatrist, preferably in 
a psychiatric hospital, until the prisoner recovers suffic- 
iently to proceed vlth his appeal vlth rational unders tending . 

I will be available for testimony and further consulta- 
tion, when it seems indicated to you. 
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S incerely , 
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R.L. Stubblef ieb/, K D. 
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